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Appendix 3 
Summary of Region-Wide Basin Plan Surface Water Quality Objectives 

Constituent Ocean/Marine Waters1,2 Inland Surface Waters, Coastal Lagoons, and Enclosed Bays and Estuaries2 

Dissolved 
oxygen 

Not to be depressed more than 10% below natural 
concentrations. 

Not to be less than 5.0 mg/l in inland surface waters designated as Marine 
Habitat or Warm Freshwater Habitat, nor less than 6.0 mg/l in waters 
designated as Cold Freshwater Habitat.  The annual mean dissolved oxygen 
concentration shall not be less than 7 mg/l more than 10 percent of the time. 

pH Not to be changed more than 0.2 pH units from that which 
occurs naturally 

Not to exceed 9 pH units, nor to be less than 7.0 pH units in bays and 
estuaries.  Not to exceed 8.5 pH units nor be less than 6.5 pH units in inland 
surface waters.   

Fecal 
Coliform 

In areas designated as contact-recreation zones, not to 
exceed a log-mean of 200 per 100 ml during any 30-day 
period, nor shall a single sample exceed 400 per ml. 

In areas designated as non-contact recreation zones, not to 
exceed a log-mean of 2000 per 100 ml during any 30-day 
period, and 10 percent of the samples in any 30-day period 
shall not exceed 4000 per 100 ml. 

In areas designated as contact-recreation zones, not to exceed a log-mean of 
200 per 100 ml during any 30-day period, nor shall more than 10 percent of 
the samples in any 30-day period exceed 400 per 100 ml. 

In areas designated as non-contact recreation zones, not to exceed a log-
mean of 2000 organisms per 100 milliliters during any 30-day period, and 10 
percent of the samples in any 30-day period shall not exceed 4000 organism 
per 100 milliliters more. 

Total 
Coliform 

For shellfish harvesting zones, not to exceed a median of 70 
organisms per 100 milliliters in any 30-day period, nor 
exceed 230 organisms per 100 ml in more than 10 percent 
of the samples 

Within 1000 feet of the shoreline, in kelp beds, within the 
30-foot depth contour, and in areas outside this zone used 
for water contact sports, the 30-day log-mean concentration 
shall not exceed 1000 per 100 ml, nor shall a single sample 
exceed 10,000 per ml. 

For shellfish harvesting zones, not to exceed a median of 70 per 100 ml in 
any 30-day period, nor exceed 230 per 100 ml in more than 10 percent of the 
samples in any 30 day period if the 5-tube test method is used, nor 330 per 
100 ml in more than 10 percent of the samples if the 3-tube test method is 
used. 

Nor more than 20 percent of the samples in any 30 day period may exceed 
1000 per 100 ml, nor shall any sample (when verified by a repeat sample) 
exceed a concentration of 10,000 per 100 ml. 

Ammonia 
Ammonia nitrogen not to exceed a 6-month median of 0.6 
mg/l, a daily maximum of 2.4 mg/l, and a instantaneous 
maximum of 6.0 mg/l.   

Unionized ammonia not to exceed 0.025 mg/l  

Phosphorus None 
Not to exceed 0.05 mg/l in any stream at the point it enters a standing body 
of water, nor 0.025 mg/l in a standing body of water, nor to exceed 0.1 mg/l 
in any flowing waters. 

Nitrogen None Natural nitrogen to phosphorus ratios are to be upheld.  If data are lacking, a 
nitrogen to phosphorus ratio of 10:1 is to be used. 

Total 
Dissolved 
Solids and 
Mineral 
Constituents 

None 
Established on a watershed-by-watershed basis.  See attached excerpted 
Basin Plan objectives tables for a watershed-by-watershed breakdown of the 
objectives. 

Toxic 
Inorganic 
Compounds 

Not to exceed concentration standards set forth in Table B 
of the Ocean Plan.   

Not to exceed federal  and state drinking water standards for waters 
designated for Municipal Supply.3   Not to exceed California Toxic Rule 
standards in all waters.4 

Toxic 
Organic 
Compounds  

Not to exceed concentration standards set forth in Table B 
of the Ocean Plan 

Not to exceed federal and state drinking water standards for waters 
designated for Municipal Supply.3  Not to exceed California Toxic Rule 
standards in all waters.4 

1 From Water Quality Control Plan for Ocean Waters of California (Ocean Plan).  (State Board, 2005).   
2 From Quality Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (Basin Plan).  (Regional Board, 1994). 
3 Federal primary and secondary drinking water standards are promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 

Title 40, Section 141 through 143 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  State of California primary and secondary drinking water 
standards are established by California Department of Health Services in Title 22, Section 64431-64444 and Section 64449 of the 
California Water Code.  See attached tables within Appendix 2. 

4 Water quality concentration standards for California inland surface waters and enclosed bays and estuaries are promulgated by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Title 40, Section 131.38 of the Code of Federal Regulations.  See attached tables within 
Appendix 2. 
 

   [See Attached Excerpted Basin Plan Tables 3-2 and 3-3 for Watershed-Specific Water Quality Objectives] 
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BASIN PLAN WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES  
 

FOR SAN DIEGO REGION WATERSHEDS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpted from Basin Plan  
(Regional Board, 1994) 

 
 
 

Basin Plan Table 3-2 (Inland Surface Waters) 
 

Basin Plan Table 3-3 (Groundwater) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




